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ladder.    If one cut suffices to sever the bamboo the patient
will recover ;  if more cuts are necessary, he will die.    When
all other remedies have failed, recourse is had to the mowase,
a more elaborate form of the preceding ceremony.    The
offering is generally brought for all the inhabitants of a house
or of a village.    Sometimes it is brought to get children.
A little house is made for the spirits, and a sacrificial table is
erected.    Two small ladders are brought of very hard wood
to bring back the spirit and fix it firmly in its place.    All who
take part in the ceremony hold a line which is fastened to the
sacrificial table.    An address is made to the spirits, who are
told that a buffalo, a pig, and a fowl, bearing the guilt of the
people, are offered to them.    As before, omens of recovery or
death are drawn from the hacking through of a bamboo.
The sacrificial animals are killed, and their blood is smeared
on the patient, and on all persons present.    The priestesses
receive portions of the victims ; the rest of the flesh furnishes
a banquet.    When the necessary victims are wanting, a vow
is made to offer them later.    Sometimes the soul of a sick
person is thought to have been carried off by the souls of the
dead who live in the temple.    In that case the priestess offers
seven pieces of ginger on a board to the spirits in the temple
in exchange for the patient's soul.    Or a warrior may vow
to bring back a human head in case the patient should recover.
If the sickness is thought to be caused by the spirits of the
smithy, a small model of a smithy is made and waved seven
times over the patient's head ;  after which it is wafted aloft
by the litany of the priestess.    If the sickness is thought to be
caused by the spirits of the ricefield, the priestess makes a
chain of beads on a string and waves it over the patient, who
afterwards wears it round his neck.    If the spirits cause a
man pain in one of his limbs, he offers them a string of kalide
fruits, and then wears it on the ailing member till it drops off.
When a man returns from a journey or an expedition, he
sometimes leaves his soul behind him and brings back some
injurious substance in his body instead.    So the priestess must
come and recall the soul and eject the foreign substance from
the sufferer.    After invoking the spirits, the priestess strokes
the patient's body and limbs with a bunch of life-giving plants.
The patient is then covered with a blanket, and the priestess